
SUMMARY :A field experiment was conducted in farmers field at Coimbatore during Kharif, 2016 -17
to study the effect of introducing free ranging desi poultry in maize integrated farming system and its
on growth and yield of maize. The popular variety Mandya was used as test variety. Two farming
systems viz., Sugarcane alone; Sugarcane + desi poultry (2 hens and 1 rooster for 3 cents) were
evaluated under field conditions. The sugarcane + desi poultry recorded better growth parameters,
yield attributes and yield than under sole sugarcane. Sugarcane along with desi poultry lowered the
weed density and dry weight during critical stage of the crop growth. The increase in yield under
sugarcane + desi poultry was negligible when compared to cane yield of sugarcane. The yield attributes
viz., cane length (cm), cane girth (cm), number of millable canes, number of inter nodes, individual cane
weight and cane yield were slightly higher under sugarcane + desi poultry farming systems. The
treatment combination of sugarcane with desi poultry recorded higher available soil nutrients (NPK)
than sole sugarcane.
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